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GREETINGS IN CHRIST! 

For nearly 18 years, The Rome Experience has provided more than 360 diocesan 
seminarians from the across the United States the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the spiritual and cultural richness of the Catholic Church. 

More than a destination, Rome is a living classroom where the witness of the 
saints and the tradition and history of the Church come alive. This unique, 
6-week summer formation program is intentionally designed to complement 
seminary formation, offering seminarians an opportunity to strengthen their 
relationship with Christ, deepen their understanding of their vocation, and 
increase their fidelity to the Holy Father. 

Each year we partner with renowned academic faculty, tour guides, and 
spiritual directors to guide each class of seminarians through Rome—not as a 
tourist but as a pilgrim—fostering a renewed desire for holiness and offering 
lifelong inspiration that each seminarian will carry with him into his priestly 
ministry. 

With your support, together we can continue to form holy and faithful 
seminarians as they prepare for a life in service to the Church. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Peter V. Armenio 
President  
Midwest Theological Forum & The Rome Experience 



PROGRAM OVERVIEW

In a spirit of pilgrimage, the program offers:

SPIRITUAL FORMATION
•	 5-day silent retreat
•	 Daily schedule including Holy Mass, the Liturgy of the Hours, 

mental prayer, and the Rosary
•	 Sacrament of Penance, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and 

spiritual meditations
•	 Learning how to develop and commit to a plan of life
•	 Living in close proximity to the Holy Father
•	 Praying at the churches and tombs of the martyrs and saints

FRATERNITY
•	 Opportunity to meet seminarians from across the United States
•	 Daily prayer, meals, and classes in community
•	 Cultural events and excursions

HUMAN & INTELLECTUAL FORMATION
•	 Immersion in the history of the Church
•	 Experiencing the beauty of the Church’s art  

and architecture
•	 Academic courses taught by expert instructors  

from the USA and Rome
•	 Guided tours and excursions to religious and  

cultural sites
•	 Papal liturgies and audiences
•	 Visits to Vatican Dicasteries

PASTORAL FORMATION
•	 Talks and discussions about challenges to the priesthood today
•	 Interchange of experiences with visiting bishops  

and priests
•	 Daily encounters with people of diverse needs and backgrounds 

on the streets of Rome
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MISSION & VISION 

Inspired by the priestly lives of its patron saints—Pope John Paul  II, John 
Vianney, and Josemaria Escriva—this six-week summer program in Rome seeks 
to complement diocesan seminary formation with the aim to:

•	 Deepen the real-life implications of the call to be “a priest forever”
•	 Grow in the ability to live an authentic, vibrant priesthood at work  

and at leisure
•	 Craft a plan of life with emphasis on God’s presence throughout the day
•	 Better grasp the art of contemplation and effective mental prayer,  

and how to practice it daily



ACADEMIC COURSES

PRIESTS IN THE NEW EVANGELIZATION� (1.00 credit)

While on retreat, in Rome, and in Ars, seminarians will contemplate what it means to 
be a priest forever and how the remedy for everything is personal holiness.

THE HUMAN VIRTUES FOR PRIESTLY FATHERHOOD � (1.00 credit)

Through a practical and anthropological approach, this course responds to the 
Church’s need for men with a clear priestly identity who steadfastly exercise 
strength of character and promote the holiness of all men and women.

PASTORAL PRACTICE SEMINAR� (.50 credit)  

Bridging the gap between principles and lived experience, the seminarian will 
understand his responsibility as a priest to live out Christ’s own pastoral charity 
in total gift of self to the Church.

CHRISTIAN ROME: SACRED ART & ARCHITECTURE� (3.50 credits)

Through readings, discussions, and a series of in-depth guided tours, seminarians 
will have the various volumes of Church history and theology opened for them, to 
confirm them as followers of Christ and future evangelizers.

The Rome Experience courses are accredited by the
Pontifical University of the Holy Cross 
Piazza Sant’Apollinare, 49 
00186, Rome, Italy 
www.en.pusc.it





“If you use your time well, Rome will 
leave a mark on your soul, a deep, 

lasting imprint. And, you will be able to 
be a more faithful son of the Church.”

ST. JOSEMARIA ESCRIVA



DAILY SCHEDULE*

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE:
  6:40 AM	 Prayer
  7:30 AM	 Mass
  8:30 AM	 Breakfast
  9:00 AM	 Class/Tour
11:00 AM	 Break
12:00 PM	 Angelus, Class/Tour
  1:00 PM	 Lunch
  2:00 PM	 Free Time
  6:45 PM	 Prayer
  7:30 PM	 Dinner
  8:15 PM	 Get-together
  9:00 PM	 Rosary & Night Prayer

WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
•	 Eucharistic Adoration  

and Benediction

•	 Confession and  
Spiritual Direction

•	 Papal Events 

•	 Visits to Vatican 
Dicasteries

Seminarians have  
free time every  
Saturday from noon  
until Sunday evening prayer.

2027 ITINERARY

FLORENCE, ITALY	
Cultural Tours & Excursions  
Accommodations: Istituto Santa Elisabetta 

BRACCIANO, ITALY
5-Day Spiritual Retreat  
Accommodations: Villaggio Betania 

ROME, ITALY
Academic Program  
Accommodations: Casa di Santa Brigida

ARS, FRANCE
Spiritual Pilgrimage & Closing Day of Recollection  
Accommodations: Foyer Sacerdotal Jean-Paul II 

*Please Note: The daily schedule is a sample and subject to change. 
A final schedule will be given to each seminarian at orientation.





“The Rome Experience offered many opportunities to grow 
in prayer and fraternity while learning about the Church’s 
rich history of art and architecture. Praying at the tombs 
of so many saints, especially the Apostles Peter and Paul, 
has strengthened my own commitment to growth in prayer, 
holiness, and the apostolate. I hope to carry all that I have 
learned, seen, and experienced with me in my continuing 
seminary formation and into my priesthood.” 

JOSEPH TUTTLE 
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois 

The Rome Experience 2026



HOW TO APPLY

ELIGIBILITY
The Rome Experience is designed for seminarians who have completed their 
first year of the Configuration Stage. Each seminarian interested in applying 
must be recommended by his bishop and vocation director.

APPLICATIONS

Download the form at 
www.theromeexperience.org/apply

TUITION & FEES 
The cost of the program is $11,500 per seminarian,  
excluding airfare to/from Europe and personal expenses.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Midwest Theological Forum has established a scholarship fund to assist those 
seminarians and dioceses who are in need of financial assistance. Limited partial 
scholarships are available based on merit and need.

DEADLINE

Applications must be received by  
Friday, January 8, 2027

Submit via email to:  
info@theromeexperience.org

Due to the limited number of openings, incomplete or late applications for 
the program and the scholarship cannot be considered.

QUESTIONS?

Email: 	 info@theromeexperience.org 
Phone: 	 331-777-5819



THE ROME EXPERIENCE 
4340 Cross Street, Suite 1 
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Tel  331-777-5819

info@theromeexperience.org  
www.theromeexperience.org

BISHOPS ADVISORY BOARD

Most Rev. James D. Conley 
Diocese of Lincoln

Most Rev. Jose H. Gomez 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles

Most Rev. Alexander K. Sample 
Archdiocese of Portland

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda 
Archdiocese of St. Paul  
and Minneapolis

Most Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois

Most Rev. Dennis M. Schnurr 
Archbishop Emeritus,  
Archdiocese of Cincinnati

Sponsored By Midwest Theological Forum

Midwest Theological Forum is a faithful Catholic 
publisher serving the Church through theological, 
liturgical, and spiritual formation since 1994.


