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I.  Course Description 
An overview of the biblical theology of the priesthood, with special attention to the Letter to the 
Hebrews. The course studies the priesthood of Christ and the Christian priesthood (ministerial 
priesthood and common priesthood) in light of the various models of priesthood in the Old Testament. 
It also examines the biblical roots of the papacy, as the priestly authority conferred on Peter by Jesus. 
Related topics to be treated include the biblical concepts of covenant, sacrifice, and temple. 
 

II. Course Objectives 
(1)  To be able to explain the New Testament support for the priesthood of Christ and the Christian 

priesthood (ministerial priesthood and common priesthood). 
(2) To understand the various Old Testament models of priesthood and their relationship to the New 

Testament priesthood. 
(3) To understand the biblical roots of the papacy. 
(4) To be able to answer common objections against Catholic teaching on the priesthood. 
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IV. Grading: Final exam (1 hour) based on the lectures and selected readings. 
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